PRAGMATISM

Now, there can be no doubt that absolutism Is
more congenial to our natural prejudices. Accord-
ingly it is the method tried first; but it soon
conducts dogmatism to an awkward series of
dilernmap.

1.  II there is absolute traths who has it?  and
who can use the absolute criterion of opinions it is
supposed to  form?    Not,  surely, everyone  who
thinks he has.     It will never do to  let every
dogmatist vote for himself and condemn all others.
That way war and madness lie*   Until there is
absolute   agreement,   there   cannot   be   absolute
truth.

2.  But absolute truth may still be reverenced
as an ideal, to save us from the scepticism to which
a complete relativity of truth  would lead.    But
would it save us?   If it is admitted that no one
can arrogate to himself its possession, what use is
it to believe that it is an ideal ?   For if no one can
assume that he has it, all human truth is, in fact,
such as the relativist asserted, and scepticism is
just as inevitable as before.   It makes no difference
to  the  sceptical inference whether  there   is   no
absolute truth, or whether it is unattained by man,
and human unattainable.

3.  It was a mistake, therefore, to admit that
opinions cannot be compared together.    Some are
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